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and even insects. Bears, like caribou, are usually shot.
The animals specially hunted for their fur are the ermine, sable, fox, mink, and beaver. The beaver is the most interesting of them all. It lives in the numerous streams that thread the forest, and it fells trees and dams up rivers. The trapper goes alone or with a few friends, and when he arrives at the hunting grounds he carefully examines the creeks and the streams. He puts his traps in the runs, hiding them under water and attaching them by stout chains to bushes on the banks. A float is fastened to each trap to show where it is if the beaver manages to carry it away. Early in the morning the captured animals are killed and skinned, and the skins are dried and packed in bundles of ten or twenty. If the water is frozen over the homes of the beaver are destroyed and dogs are sent to discover the retreats of the frightened animals. At a spot indicated by the^dog, the hunter cuts a hole in the ice and pokes about with a stick to see if the beaver is there. If it is, the man thrusts his bare arm into the hole, drags the beaver out on to the ice and kills it with a spear.
The life of the trapper is a hard and dangerous one. It is true that most of the creatures he hunts are small, but even some of these small creatures can be fierce when irritated, and the bear and the lynx are big and powerful enough